..aiuNSHi ke.wui--e:ishore, 

,„^A.„‘.,.,,'v. ‘' , ,r.„■ '■ 

•*' Lucknow, 

My Dear Sir, ’ 

I I have to acknowledge the receipt of your 

I letter in which, you enoulre whetner I desire to write a 
' preface to the Urdu translation of “ Egypt and the 
J Egyptian Qiie.stion,” which you propose to publish. I 
[' do not think it is necessary to write a formal preface, 
i but I may tell yoUj briefly, how the book came to be 
written. 


BuriDg the period of political agitation which cul¬ 
minated in the insurrection associated with the name of 
Arabi Pasha I was living in Constantinople and follow¬ 
ing as closely as I could the course of events in Cairo. 
As Times Correspondent in the Turkish Capital I was 
not called upon to describe or discuss these events in 
themselves, but it was my duty to, watch very'closely 
not only the attitifde of the Sublime .^prte wdth regard 
to Egypt and to the- Great Powers specially interested 
in the Egyptian Question,, but also to unveil the clan¬ 
destine relations between the Arabi party and certain very 
influential personages in Constantinople. This natu¬ 
rally led nreto take a keen interest in current Egyptian 
aifairs and induced me to study them as thoroughly as 
it was possible to clo witlioiit'-actually bsingon the spot. 

,I thus continued to be a spectator at a di.stanc.e until 
after the battle of Tel-el-Kebir, which abruptly termi¬ 
nated at once the military insurrection and the political 
agitation. Never, perhaps, had a so-called national' 
movement collapsed so suddenly and so completely, 
but the suppression of the armed resistance to legiti¬ 
mate aiitharity was merely the prelude to a more diffi- 





ctili task. The whole country had to be re-organized, 
and the duty of determining how this work ofre-orga- 
nizaljon should he carried out was entrusted to Lord 
IhdiVria, who was then Her Majesty’s Ambassador in 
(’-uistimiirioplo, As soon as I heard of His Lordship’s 
apprdntnient I suggested to The Times that I might go 
toLgyptand endeavour to explain to the English people 
Hie proldern to he solved and the mode of solving it. 

•■'Uggc&tion was approv'ed, and I at once started for 

i.uiro« 


ii!''>ugh a great deal had been written about the 
tnoti\-cs and aims of Arabi and his associates, Ifelt that 
1 an vi'i-y lar ironi having a full and clear conception 
of the origin and nature of the movement, and my. 
cllorls to arrive aksuch a conception were not at first 
veiy successliil. 'Ihose who might fairly be regarded 
ns flu; best authorities were much divided in opinion, 
and (;ven among those who bad taken no active part in 
Ihc Ki niggle I perceived a certain amount of party feel¬ 
ing not at all conducive to sound judgment and impar¬ 
tiality. It was necessary therefore to collate very care¬ 
fully the conflicting statements of the various wit¬ 
nesses, and to verify the results by descussing my con¬ 
clusions’ivith representatives of the various currents of 
O|)inion, But it was not enough to understand the real 
origin and gradual development of the movement. I 
had to ascertain, if possible, how far it was justified by 
the state of the administration and the economic condi¬ 
tion of the country, as also in w'hat way existing abuses 
might he removed and existing public wants supplied. 
Fortins purpose I had to visit the provincial towns 
and rural districts, and to get into direct touch with 
various classes of t he people. This was a difficult mat¬ 
ter, because my knowledge of Arabfc was much too 
elementary to enable me to converse freely with pea- 
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1 hough a great deal had been writ-ten about the 
Jnotives and aims of Arabi and bis associates, I felt that 
I was very far from having a full and clear conception 
of the origin and nature of the movement, and my. 
ciiorfs to arrive at_such a conception were not at first 
very successful. Tliose who might fairly be regarded 
as the best authorities were much divided in opinion, 
and oven among those who had taken no active part in 
the Rirngglc I perceived a certain amount of party feel¬ 
ing not at all conducive to sound judgment and impar¬ 
tiality. It was necessary therefore to collate very care¬ 
fully the conflicting statements of the various wit- 
ncpsos, and to verify the results by descussing my con¬ 
clusions \vitli representatives of the various currents .of 
opinion. But it was not enough to understand the real - 
origin and gradual development of the movement. I 
had to ascertain, if possible, how far it was justified by 
the state of the administration and the economic condi¬ 
tion of the country, as also in wdiat way existing abuses 
might ho removed and existing public wants supplied. 
For this purpose I had to visit the provincial towns 
and rural districts, and to get into direct touch with 
various classes of ihe people, This was a difficult mat¬ 
ter, because my knowledge of ArabFc was much too. 
chuueiilary to enable me to converse freely with pea- 


Bants, landed proprietors, and merchants, knowing no 
language but their own ; and I knew too much of the 
incompetency and carelessness of ordinary interpreters 
to employ them in such delicate vrork. Happily for 
me a friend, Daninos Bey, who spoke Arabic and French 
with equal facility, who was already intimately acquaint¬ 
ed with the daily life and economic condition of the 
Fellaheen, and who was as deeply interested in the 
subjects to he investigated as I was myself, kindly 
volunteered to assist me, and proposed that we should 
make a tour together. The proposal, I need scarcely 
say, vras gratefully accepted, and 1 had daily and hour¬ 
ly reason to congratulate myself on having found such 
an invaluable travelling companion. His quickness in 
seizing what I wished to know was as remarkable as the 
skill he displayed in extracting the required informa¬ 
tion and his perseverance in getting to the bottom of 
the subject. The information obtained he supplement¬ 
ed from his owm rich stores of knowledge and expe¬ 
rience, and at the end of a few weeks I felt that I had 
made more progress in my studies than I could have 
done by months of reading in Cairo. When he was 
obliged to leave me and return to his own professional 
duties I continued rny studies under the direction of the 
late Ml. Rowsell, and of a well qualified official belong¬ 
ing to the administration of the Khedivial Domain's. 
Two or three montlis were spent in this kind of in¬ 
vestigation, and I then returned to Cairo to work up 
the collected data with the aid of such books and liv¬ 
ing authorities as I could find there. 

1 cannot pretend to have studied Egypt in the 
sense in which I studied Russia, because 1 could not 
devote to the Falley of the Nile a tenth of the time I 
spent in the great forests, the fertile plains, and the 
trackless steppes of North-Eastern Europe ; but I en- 


deavoured to compensate in some measure for the short. 
ness of the time by restricting the area of my researches. 
It was not so much Egypt in general as Egypt in its 
relation to the Egyptian Question which I endeavoured 
to describe, as the reader will perceive for himself in 
perusing the volume. If I succeeded in throwing some 
light on this intricate subject, the merit is to be at¬ 
tributed chiefly to those who kindly aided me in my 
task. Besides those already cited, I have to confess my 
obligations to Lord Dufferia, who is now Viceroy of 
India; to'Sir Edw^ard Malet, whose sound judgment and 
diplomatic ability, signally displayed all through the 
crisis, were shortly afterwards rewarded by his ap- 
pointraent to the important post of British Ambassador 
in Berlin; to Sir Auckland Golvin, who co-operated 
energetically with Sir Edward Malet during thecrsis, 
and who has since returned to his brilliant Indian 
career; to Nubar Pasba, at present Egyptian Prime 
Minister; to Yussuf Artin Pa,sba, now minister of Pub¬ 
lic Instruction; to Blum Pasha, Under Secretary in 
the Ministry of Finance; to Mr. Moherly Bell, whose 
long experience and keen interest in Egyptian affairs 
made him a most valuable authority ; to Mr. Beaman, 
who was in intimate relations with the leaders of the 
insurrection, and to many others too numerous to men¬ 
tion. 

To make the work complete, I ought now to 
add a chapter on the result of the reforms conceived 
and inaugurated by Lord Dufferin, but my knowledge 
of the history of Egypt during the last four years is too 
fragmentary to admit of my doing justice to such a 
subject, nor have 1 sufficient^leisure to make the attempt. 

I know enough, however, to justify mein asserting con¬ 
fidently that on the whole the reforms have been re¬ 
markably successful, and only a few weeks ago I re¬ 
ceived unexpectedly a curious proof of Lord Dufferm’s 



political perspicacity in conceiving and elaborating the 
scheme. Nearly all his proposals met with tlie warm 
approval of the most competent authorities, but there 
was one about which grave doubts were expressed—the 
creation of a Legislative Council which should act as 
a focus for enlightened native opinion. At the very 
mention of such an institution many experienced Pashas 
and other influential personages gravely shook their 
heads and maintained that it must be either purely 
ornamental or extremely dangerous. 'Po this opposi¬ 
tion Lord Dufferin stoutly refused to yield, and now 
one oftlie Pashas who was strongly opposed to the crea¬ 
tion of representative institutions in any shape or form 
has spontaneously admitted that the Legislative Coun¬ 
cil is the most successful part of the whole scheme. 

A 

I have written this letter merely for your own in- 
formationybut you are at liberty to make any use of it 
which you may think proper. 

Yours faithfully, 

DONALD MACKENZIE WALLACE. 

P. <S.—In my recent letter to you about “ Eussia ” 
I forgot to mention that the French translation was 
“ crowuted ” by the Academy and received the prize of 
the year for books of that description. 
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